
Rigor, Relevance, and 
Relationships….Every Teacher, 

Every Student, Every Day!

Sixth Grade Academy / 
West Laurens Middle School



Annual Title I Parent Meeting

Wednesday, October 15 
6:00 pm



WHAT IS A TITLE I SCHOOL?

A school that receives funding from 
the U.S. Department of Education to 
meet the needs of at-risk and low-
income students

 Nation’s oldest and largest federally 
funded program

 Must meet certain requirements set 
forth by the government to continue 
receiving funding



WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF TITLE I?

“…to ensure that all children have a fair, equal 
and significant opportunity to obtain a high 
quality education and reach, at minimum, 
proficiency on challenging state academic 
achievement standards and state academic 
assessments.”

--U.S. Dept. of Education



HOW IS A SCHOOL IDENTIFIED 
AS BEING TITLE I?

Large concentration of low 
income students
 Based on free and reduced lunch 

numbers
 Minimum of 40% of students must be 

enrolled in free and reduced lunch



HOW DOES OUR SCHOOL SPEND TITLE I 
FUNDS?

 Teacher salaries
 Instructional Coaches
 Balance spent on things such as 

the following:  technology 
equipment, books, computer 
software

 Parent and Family Engagement 
materials



HOW IS PARENT AND FAMILY ENGAGEMENT 
MONEY SPENT AT SGA/WLMS?

Teacher, Student, Parent 
Agendas

Materials/Supplies for Title I Family 
Nights

Parent Resource Center 
materials

Parent Literacy Newsletters



HOW DOES OUR SCHOOL 
PARTICIPATE IN TITLE I?
DESIGNATION STATUS: TARGETED ASSISTANCE

A targeted assistance Title I program has…

Reform Strategies

 Instruction by Highly Qualified Teachers

Parent and Family Engagement

Additional Support for Students

Transition Activities



WHAT ARE THE REQUIREMENTS THAT 
SGA/WLMS MUST MEET TO REMAIN 
TITLE I?

 40% of students must receive free or reduced 
lunch

Complete an annual Comprehensive Needs 
Assessment or CNA (Spring 2019)

Complete a School Improvement Plan using 
the results of the needs assessment

Create a Parent and Family Plan based on 
the results of the needs assessment



SGA/WLMS TARGETED ASSISTANCE 
PROGRAM – PAST AND PRESENT

• Comprehensive Needs Assessment and School 
Improvement Plan was completed in Spring last school 
year with stakeholder input from surveys and meetings.

• Based on input and past data, goals for improvement 
for all students were developed but with a focus on 
our targeted assistance students.

• Evidence-based action steps to help
reach those goals are being implemented
throughout this school year. 



Action Steps:  
 Use data collected from multiple sources to refine 

WIN groups with additional monitoring of identified 
Targeted Assistance students

 Incorporate a minimum of 2 pieces of writing per 
week into every academic class

 Provide continuing professional development on 
the use of instructional technology to increase 
literacy in all content areas and in WIN classes for 
Targeted Assistance students

SGA/WLMS Improvement Goal #1:  
During the FY 20 school year, SGA/WLMS 

will increase the percentage of all 
subgroups scoring level 3 and 4 on the ELA 

GMAS by 3%



SGA/WLMS Improvement Goal #2:  
During the FY 20 school year, 
SGA/WLMS will increase the 
percentage of all subgroups 

scoring level 3 and 4 on the Math 
GMAS by 3%

Action Steps:
Use data collected from multiple sources to refine 
WIN groups with additional monitoring of identified 
Targeted Assistance students
Provide continuing professional development on the 
use of instructional technology to increase literacy in 
all content areas and in WIN classes for Targeted 
Assistance students



c

SGA/WLMS Improvement Goal #3:  During the FY 
20 school year, SGA/WLMS will increase the 

percentage of reading at or above grade level as 
determined by the GMAS by 3%

Action Steps:
Use data collected from multiple sources to refine WIN 
groups with additional monitoring of identified Targeted 
Assistance students
Provide continuing professional development on the use of 
instructional technology to increase literacy in all content 
areas and in WIN classes for Targeted Assistance students
Develop a protocol for teachers to conference bimonthly 
with students on their Lexile achievement goals



PROGRAMS AND SUPPORTS IN PLACE TO 
HELP YOUR CHILD

Differentiated classroom instruction

MTSS – Multi-Tiered System of Support

Advanced Content Classes

ESOL/Migrant Programs

Other



SGA-WLMS CURRICULUM

Georgia Standards of Excellence in ELA, 
Math, Science,  and Social Studies

Resources:
www.lcboe.net –

Click on “Curriculum and Instruction” link

Technology:  IXL, NewsELA, Socrative, 
Nearpod, digital library

New Science materials:  Elevate Science!



How is my child 
assessed?

Each February, English 
Learners take the 
ACCESS 2.0 assessment. 
This assessment 
measures a student’s 
ability to listen, speak, 
read, and write in 
English. This assessment 
is conducted by your 
student’s ESL teacher. 
Each student will 
receive ACCESS scores 
in May. 

ESL Students and Parents 



PARENTS OF ENGLISH LEARNERS

Services available for you:
• Translator for school meetings and 

other needs
• Translations of important written 

communication or materials when 
needed

• Please contact Ashlyn Williamson 
at 478-272-8452 if you need these 
services.



TESTING

Georgia Milestones (Grades 3 through 12)

 6-7 (ELA and Math only)

 8 (ELA, Math, Science, Social Studies)

Reading Inventory (3 – 12)

IXL Continuous Diagnostic



SPRING 2019 GEORGIA MILESTONES 
ASSESSMENT RESULTS





UNDERSTANDING YOUR CHILD’S 
PROFICIENCY LEVELS:  LEXILES

Grade College & Career 
Ready “Stretch” 

Lexile Bands

Minimum Lexile to 
Meet the CCRPI 

Literacy Readiness 
Indicator

3 520L – 820L 670L
4 740L – 940L 840L
5 830L – 1010L 920L
6 925L – 1070L 997L
7 970L – 1120L 1045L
8 1010L – 1185L 1097L
9 1050L – 1260L

1155L
10 1080L – 1335L

11 and 12 1185L – 1385L 1285L



HOW TO ACCESS PREVIOUS TEST 
PERFORMANCE, STANDARDS, AND 
ATTENDANCE ABOUT MY CHILD:

 ASPEN Parent Portal Announcement:

 If you do not have and would like an Aspen Portal 
Account, please add your name and your child’s 
name or children’s names to our list today, and we 
will email them to Melissa Cutler.

 All ASPEN Parent Accounts were reopened
Monday, August 26th.

 If you want your password reset, please send
an email to  melissacutler@lcboe.net .



HOW DOES SGA-WLMS USE TESTING 
DATA?

 Identify students for Response to Intervention 
(RtI), Early Intervention Program (EIP), 
Advanced Content and gifted programs

 Target instruction for small groups of students 
within classrooms

 Show growth of Georgia Standards of 
Excellence by the end of the school year

 Support promotion and retention decisions



PARENT AND FAMILY ENGAGEMENT
(A COPY OF THE SCHOOL’S PARENT AND FAMILY ENGAGEMENT IS AVAILABLE ON 
THE SCHOOL’S WEBSITE AND HARD COPIES HAVE BEEN PROVIDED.)

The statute defines parental involvement as the participation 
of parents in regular, two-way, and meaningful 
communication involving student academic learning and 
other school activities, including ensuring—
 that parents play an integral role in assisting their child’s learning;

 that parents are encouraged to be actively involved in their child’s 
education at school;

 that parents are full partners in their child’s education and are 
included, as appropriate, in decision-making and on advisory 
committees to assist in the education of their child; and

 that other activities are carried out, such as those described in 
section 1118 of the ESEA (Parental Involvement). [Section 9101(32), 
ESEA.]

[As amended by the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) of 2015]



DISTRICT AND SCHOOL PARENT AND 
FAMILY ENGAGEMENT PLANS 
(A COPY OF THE DISTRICT AND SCHOOL PARENT AND FAMILY ENGAGEMENT PLANS HAVE BEEN SENT 
HOME WITH EVERY STUDENT, ARE AVAILABLE ON THE SCHOOL’S WEBSITE,  AND COPIES ARE AVAILABLE 
TONIGHT.)

 Plans that describes how the district or school will provide 
opportunities to improve parent engagement to support 
student learning

 Both developed with parent feedback yearly

 Copy of each sent home and posted on our website and 
located in our Parent Resource Center

 Copies available for pick-up at this meeting



SCHOOL-PARENT COMPACT
(A COPY OF THE SCHOOL PARENT COMPACT HAS BEEN SENT HOME WITH EVERY STUDENT, IS 
AVAILABLE ON THE SCHOOL’S WEBSITE,  AND COPIES ARE AVAILABLE TONIGHT.)

Gives specific examples of what the parent, teacher, 
and student will do to improve in focus areas of the 
school’s achievement goals.
 Sent at the beginning of each school year

 Grade level specific

 Signatures required by all parties involved

 Copies available for pick-up at this meeting



TRANSITION HELP

 5th – 6th Transition:  Students and parents from NWLE and SWLE are 
invited to a Spring Transition program.  Students are parents will get 
valuable information on school schedules and guidelines, meet 
teachers and explore the Sixth Grade Academy campus

 6th – 7th Transition:  Students from the Sixth Grade Academy will have 
an opportunity to visit WLMS, meet some teachers and explore the 
WLM campus

 8th – 9th Transition:  Counselors from WLHS come talk to 8th grade 
students about high school schedules and pathways; WLHS hosts a 
student and parent information meeting at WLHS in the Spring to 
learn about school guidelines and schedules, meet teachers, and 
tour the campus.



DOES MY CHILD’S TEACHER MEET 
PROFESSIONAL QUALIFICATIONS?

Parents Right to Know:
In compliance with the requirements of the Every Students Succeeds Act, 

parents may request the following information:

• Whether the student’s teacher

— has met State qualification and licensing criteria for the grade 
levels and subject areas in which the teacher provides instruction; 

--- is teaching under emergency or other provisional status through 
which State qualification or licensing criteria have been waived; 

--- is teaching in the field of discipline of the certification of the 
teacher.

• Whether the child is provided services by paraprofessionals and, if 
so, their qualifications



FAMILY ENGAGEMENT OPPORTUNITIES
*Read Newsletters and communicate with your 

child’s teacher.
*Help your child with homework
*Attend Open House, Family Fun Nights, Spring 

Fling
*Attend Literacy/Math Events focused on 

helping your child academically  
*Parental Involvement Courses at Laurens 

County Library 
*Volunteer: Go to www.lcboe.net and click 

on Volunteers.



PARENT RESOURCE CENTER

 Please let us know  what resources you would like 
for us to put in our Family Resource Center



PARENT DECISION-MAKING OPPORTUNITIES:  
WE LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU!  

 Parent Conference Days

 School Council meetings

 Title I Parent Survey sent home

 Parent meeting held each spring

 Needs Assessment in the spring

 NOTE: You as a parent have the 
right to request opportunities to 
meet regularly and make 
suggestions and participate in 
decision-making throughout the 
year.



HOW PARENTS HEAR FROM US
Weekly/ Monthly 

Newsletters

Progress Reports

Report Cards

End of the Year 
Testing Data

Conferences

 SchoolCast 
(Recorded Messages)

Remind 101

Email



HOW CAN 
PARENTS 
CONTACT 
THE SCHOOL 
OR STAFF?

All teacher’s email addresses

are located at 

www.lcboe.net.

SGA Phone #:  
478-984-4253
WLMS Phone #:  
478-272-8452



DATES TO REMEMBER
• November 7, 2019 – Parent Conference ½ Day
• November 11, 2019 – Quarter 2 Progress Reports sent 

home
• December, 2019 – Christmas Extravaganza (date TBD)
• December 8, 2019 – Semester 1 Report Cards sent 

home
• January, 2020 – Science and Math Night (date TBD)
• February 6, 2020 – Quarter 3 Progress Reports sent 

home
• March 5, 2020 – Parent Conference ½ Day
• March 10, 2020 – Quarter 3 Report Cards sent home
• March, 2020 – GMAS Review Night (date TBD)
• April 17, 2020 – Quarter 4 Progress Reports sent home
• April 20 – May 8 – GMAS testing window (specific 

dates are TBD)




